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BACKGROUND:  The underlying reasoning to eliminate the township assessor offices was to create 
consistency and uniformity in the assessment process at the county level throughout the county.  HB 1001 
consolidated the township assessment system to the county, except for those (43) townships with more than 
15,000 parcels.  The townships affected in Lake County are Calumet, Center, Hobart, North, Ross, and St. 
John.  Townships in Porter County are Center and Portage.  

 
 HEA 1001, Section 694 adds a new section, IC 36-2-15-7.4, effective July 1, 2008. The new provision 

states that assessment duties are transferred to the county assessor only if a majority of the township 
who vote in the referendum (townships with 15,000 parcels or more as of January 1, 2008) approves the 
transfer.  

 The question to be submitted to the voters in the referendum in November 2008 is:  "Should the 
assessing duties of the elected township assessor in the township be transferred to the county 
assessor?" 

 
 
POSITION STATEMENT: 
 
The Greater Northwest Indiana Association of REALTORS® supports the position that the 
assessing duties of the remaining township assessor offices be transferred to the county assessor 
by referendum vote in the November election.  GNIAR, as a member of the Indiana Association 
of REALTORS®, has taken the position to eliminate township assessors for a number of years 
to further enhance consistency and uniformity of the of assessment process in all counties 
throughout Indiana and putting the responsibility on the 92 local elected county officials, 
thereby eliminating all 1008 elected township assessor positions. Elimination of the township 
assessment system is about fairness.  By centralizing assessments at the county level, 
hardworking Hoosier homeowners can expect to pay their fair share of the property tax burden. 
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